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I have read a surprising letter to the editor that really grabbed me.  I had no desire to 
reply to such non-sense until after four people brought it to my attention.  Some 
people just don’t get it. My reply to Mr. John Josey is in red; his text is in black.  The 
highlighted parts of the text are where I took great offense. 
=============================================================== 

 
Lose the ideology to move in the proper direction 
by John Josey 
 
August 13, 2010    **     Lenoir News-Topic, Letter to the Editor 

 
An online exchange with some of my conservative friends makes me wonder if we’ll 
ever break the cycle of groupthink. My Republican friends say the president is doing 
nothing but blaming George W. Bush for the nation’s problems when he’s had two 
years to get things squared away, and Obama can’t continue to complain about what 
Bush did. 
 
The Republicans are not guilty of “groupthink”, sir. Have you ever heard of the TEA 
Parties and all the problems they are having in forming one unified voice?  There are 
TEA Party groups all over the country in nearly every county all working individually 
without a unified voice.  In general, Conservatives don’t groupthink. They are 
independent thinkers. Want to be left alone to decide their way in the world. They want 
to be free to make their own choices and are willing to live with the consequences of 
success or failure. We want to be free to write the scripts of their own lives, without 
government mandates.  We are not causalities of “groupthink”.  I suggest you read 
George Orwell’s, 1984, to understand the nuances. 
 
If you can’t keep complaining about how bad the other guy is, what is the Republicans’ 
excuse? That’s all they’re doing. They sure aren’t governing. They’re all politicizing and 
electioneering. It’s almost like they want everything to fall down around our ears so 
they can come in and be the saviors.  
 
Let’s be completely honest about the whole thing. There is no more debate because the 
position of the right is only defensible by ideology. That’s all they have to lean on, and 
they pander for votes using religion and fear to stir discord within the country because 
they have nothing to offer except more of the same — benefits and breaks for the rich 
and war on the middle class. Their economic platform is a complete failure. They rail 
against Obama about so-called redistribution of wealth when someone wants to give 
the poor a little slack, while the rich (i.e. elite) have benefited from an unprecedented 
upward transfer of wealth in the last 30 years. Their economic model, the so-called 
“trickle-down theory,” has made the American worker an endangered species and has 
shuttered countless factories in this country. Untold numbers of jobs have been 
outsourced to China and India. Companies who won’t hire American workers are 
raking in huge profits, which has led to the greatest discrepancy of wealth in the 
history of this country. They’ve killed the American Dream and replaced it with the 



http://caldwellteaparty.org/2010/08/15/903/  August 15, 2010 

2 
 

Gordon Gekko mantra of “greed is good.”  
 
The Right does have ideology and we would very much like to have a debate of 
ideology. I would debate free markets and private health care, against bigger 
government Obamacare anytime.  You name the time and place. I would love to have 
that conversation. Conservatives have not been given the privilege of that open and 
honest debate before the American public.  Who is using religion and fear in the 
debate?  Not our side. 
 
I disagree strongly with the “complete failure” of Republican economic practices. It 
was a boom for Reagan with trickle-down economics in the 1980’s. Clinton’s economic 
boom happened as a result of a Republican Congress.  Bush seemly failed only 
because of the huge expense of the terrorist attacks on September 11th and the 
expense of fighting two wars.  All topics worthy of debate, but to call it “complete 
failure” disregards the facts. 
 
Republican outsourcing?? Lie!  NAFTA became a reality at the end of 1993 under the 
Democrats’ charge. The Republican’s didn’t sell out America and the American worker 
with NAFTA, the Democrats did. 
 
Who passed NAFTA? A Democrat controlled Congress*. House vote 234-200, Senate 
61-38. 
Who signed NAFTA? The Democrat President Bill Clinton. 
 
*The Democrat controlled 103rd United States Congress was fired in November 1994 
and Republican’s took control January 1995 for several sessions - the 104th United 
State Congress through the 109th Congress (ending 2006). 
 
Discrepancy of wealth? America is a country with equal opportunity, not equal 
outcome.  If you want true equal outcome MOVE TO CUBA!  Are you concerned 
about the dwindling size of the middle class?  I see it as a product of heavier and 
heavier tax burden and social engineering?  If you see it that way, then I suggest you 
vote for free market capitalists!  That’s real freedom.  Study hard, play hard, work 
hard, strive to be the best you you can be!  The sky is the limit in America.  Whatever 
you are, be a good one.  Equal opportunity.   
 
If you believe otherwise, then why doesn’t the PGA pay Hillary Clinton $20 million per 
year to play golf, instead of Tiger Woods?? Or let my 71-year old dad play in Labron 
James’ spot on the Miami Heat?  Why not let Alvin Greene be president? I propose we 
let the kid that graduated at the bottom of his high school class go train to be an 
astronaut?   You see how equal outcome is flawed? Now if we talk equal opportunity, 
we can say my dad had the opportunity to play professional basketball when he was a 
young man, but he was a high school baseball star.  He was scouted by the Cincinnati 
Reds but never drafted.  He had the opportunity to play pro ball.  Alvan Greene, the 
mysterious US Senate candidate in South Carolina who gained his party’s nomination 
without even campaigning, was given the opportunity to run for office. Now his own 
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party is attacking him and calling him a plant from the Right. He doesn’t seem capable 
of conducting his own life (felony charges bending), and therefore, in my opinion, not 
qualified to legislate about mine.  Hillary can’t play golf, need I say more? 
 
Well, I didn’t know who Gordon Gekko was until I Googled his and the quote.  I 
understand the sentiment; the big picture is most important. As offensive as it seems 
at first sight, he’s right.  Greed in its most basic form is “eagerly desirous”.  So…, by 
that definition, I could be called greedy. I want more family time, more love, more 
friends, more dinners out, more expertise in many areas, more of what makes 
America great, more choices, more freedom, more education, more horses, more 
dogs, more sunrises, more sunsets, more clothes, more cars, more vacations, more 
time, more experience with God, more luck, more ambition, more gadgets, more 
concentration, more happiness, more for my husband, more for my daughter and her 
children, more for my parents, and more self-discipline.  Yes, I guess I am greedy.  I 
admit it.  Aren’t you? Maybe you don’t want the same things I want. We are all 
different, but surely you want more and not less?  Many of those things don’t require 
more money.  A few things on that list will take money, although I don’t necessarily 
desire more money or wealth alone, money is the tool by which I can purchase those 
material things.  Where would we be if we didn’t want more? I guess we would be 
happy to live in caves and eat what ever crawled by. …I want more.  I suggest you 
read any of Ayn Rand’s works. 
 
Republicans bash Obama’s economic plan, but it’s more of the same we’ve endured for 
the last 30 years. Bush the Younger’s stimulus plan was a step in the right direction for 
the country, but Obama’s plan is taking the nation down the road to socialism and big 
government. Are you mad at him because he’s still doing what hasn’t worked in the 
past or are you too busy chasing the buzzword boogie man? 
 
True, Bush did give us a good shove down the big government road, and I wrote 
plenty in opposition to it!  I was appalled when he passed TARP.  But are you 
agreeing or disagreeing “Obama’s plan is taking the nation down the road to socialism 
and big government” is true?  He promised a “fundamental transformation of America” 
in his inaugural speech.  You are not disputing he wants bigger government, that 
right?  Socialism and big government are not the America way. If you want that type of 
system, please move to any country in Europe, or Venezuela, or Canada where they 
already have such nanny-state systems in place waiting for you.  As for me, I will work 
tirelessly to stop the Left’s plan for bigger and bigger government this year.   I will work 
to support a true Conservative in 2012 for President and all other levels of 
government. If the Republican Party won’t do it, the TEA Party will force the 
Republican’s to see the light of smaller government and Conservative values and 
principles.  
 
A lot of times I say things to get folks riled up a little bit because I want to see where 
you stand. I want to see substance and ideas. Instead, I see a lot of Fox News party line 
about Obama being this radical liberal when I see nothing short of Bush the Third. He 
is a Republican in Democrat’s clothing, but the right has ramped up the level of 
rhetoric and division to a near-frenzy. There is little rational discourse. It’s clear the 
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marching orders for the right are coming from Fox, which is nothing but an Orwellian 
24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week campaign attack ad, truth and accuracy be damned. 
“Constant doom and gloom until our kind return to power!” seems to be the battle cry. 
I can honestly see a faction within the GOP looking at China’s brand of corporate 
fascism with more than a trace of envy. The neocon warhawks play the “God and 
country” card and then trump it with the “protecting our freedom” royal flush of 
lowest common denominators to get folks stirred up. Those cards also come in handy 
as we feverishly stamp out one brand of fundamentalist theocracy in one part of the 
world while hoping to instill yet another brand of fundamentalist theocracy in this 
country. Irony? Methinks not. 
 
You floored me with this comment, “the right has ramped up the level of rhetoric and 
division to a near-frenzy”.  My side is using rhetoric and division??????????? I’m 
stunned. What about all the allegations of wide spread racism within the TEA Party 
coming from Pelosi, Reid, and Obama himself??  That’s hurtful and wrong. The Left 
knows it’s not true.  As someone who has attended two DC TEA Party rallies and 
about a dozen NC rallies, I can speak with complete and total certainty – THERE IS 
NO RACISM DRIVING TEA PARTY ANGER!!!!  We are ANGRY with government 
taxes, spending, intrusion, mandates, corruption, take-over of industry, bailouts, and 
over involvement in our everyday lives!!! 
 
The Left keeps dividing the country with race, have’s and have-not’s, geographic 
location, and outright lies repeated until they become unquestioned truths like “I won’t 
raise your taxes one dime if you make less than $250,000.” Lie!  In the meanwhile, 
everyone’s taxes have gone up and will keep going up to pay for all these Progressive 
laws the Left has passed to do one thing: redistribute wealth. 
 
Don’t get me wrong. I have plenty of issues with the Democrats as well. At the same 
time, the Republicans are offering nothing. They complain about the country burning 
to the ground while they carry the same torches that lit the flames. I’ve never before 
been so infuriated (and frightened) by a political party that I felt I should fight every 
inch of the way to make sure none of its candidates represent me. Until they are 
willing to move beyond the election posturing and the continual politicizing of every 
small issue of life and turning it into “you’re either with us or against us,” count me 
against. 
 
I only have room for one example to show how wrong you are about the “Republicans 
are offering nothing”, the actual examples would be too numerous. Republicans 
offered their version of health care reform HR 3218 (but it wasn’t allowed out of 
committee).  LOOK IT UP!  There were dozens of press conferences (most on 
FoxNews) about this little 24-page bill, but the main stream media doesn’t cover them.  
The Republicans tried to bring up discussion about this bill during the Health Care 
Summit, but no discussion of substance were allowed – the meeting was tightly 
controlled by Obama.  
 
The Democrats control both houses of Congress.  Since you seem to be very political 
naïve about the workings of Congress, the majority controls everything included all 
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bills heard on the House floor.  The Democrats are in control of both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate.  Just as you are more furious than ever, so am I.  I 
am here to fight against Progressive, Liberal, positions and platforms, so they don’t 
win. If they do, the Shining City on the Hill will be gone and America will be just 
another mediocre country on Earth.  That was Obama’s wish for America as stated in 
several speeches last year. 
 
Progressives like Obama, Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Olympia 
Snow (R-ME), and Andrew Weiner (D-NY) – to name just a few – must not be re-
elected.  I am looking for outspoken Conservatives to elect like Michele Bachmann (R-
MN), Darrell Issa (R-CA), JD Hayworth (R-AZ), Eric Cantor (R-VA), and Mike Pence 
(R-IN), all at the top of my list.  I have no more patience for moderate game-playing, 
status quo Republicans like House Minority Leader John Boehner (R-OH), Michael 
Steele (RNC Chairman), Lindsey Graham (R-SC), and Senator John McCain (R-AZ). 
 
Do you want to continue to play political games or are you serious about turning it 
around? If you’re serious about doing something for the good of the country, it’s time 
to shake off the ideology and put country first instead of party. 
 

Do you really want more government?  You contradict yourself here.  You want me to 
put my party ideology aside, while you keep your party’s ideology going full steam 
ahead towards Socialism? 
 
I want to set the government back on a path of free markets, individual liberties and 
freedoms, and a Constitutionally limited government.  For the record, I am very 
serious. 
 
 
Christine Gates 
Lenoir, NC 28645 


